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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is responsive to communication filed on July 18, 2005. 

Response to Amendment 

The examiner has acknowledged the amendment of claims 1-3, 5-8, and the addition of 
claims 19-29. The applicant claim for foreign priority is acknowledge in the attached office 
action summary form (PTO-326). 

Response to Arguments 

Regarding applicant's argument regarding the reference of Joao teaching the use of 
electrical dead bolt mechanism on page 1 1, the reference of Joao is teaches the use of a electrical 
locking device in conjunction with other opening mechanism to gain access to the trunk of the 
vehicle (col. 27 lines 56-62) and the trunk electronic locking and opening mechanism is also 
applicable to the motorcycle trunk (col. 21 lines 14-24). Joao is not limiting the locking 
mechanism to a dead bolt locking mechanism but is rather including the electrical dead bolt 
locking mechanism as a suitable locking means for the vehicle trunk. Joao teaches a radio signal 
receiving unit (3) for receiving signal from the transmitter (col. 23 lines 35-40). 

Regarding applicant's argument regarding the reference of Kusunoki, the reference of 
Kusunoki teaches the locking and unlocking of the trunk is integrated into the keyless entry 
system (col. 3 lines 1-6) and the remote control (10) clearly shows a switch (S2) for controlling 
the unlocking/locking of the trunk. 

Regarding applicant's argument regarding locking and unlocking button and page 14, the 
reference of Kusunoki teaches a button the use of a button on the remote control to perform the 
locking and unlocking of the trunk. The use of separate button for locking and unlocking of the 
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trunk represent a reversal of parts. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to have separate buttons for locking and unlocking of the vehicle trunk, since it has been held 
that a mere reversal of the essential working parts of a device involves only routine skill in the 
art. In re Einstein, 8 USPQ 167. 

Regarding applicant's argument regarding the unlocking and popping up of the trunk. 
The reference of Yamura et al. teaches a button on the transmitter for remotely unlocking and 
opening of the trunk (col. 10 lines 25-26). The opening of the trunk remotely is the function 
equivalent to the popping -up of the trunk. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-3 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Morinaka et al. U.S Patent 5025883 in view of Joao U.S Patent 6542076 in view of Yamaura et 
al. US Patent 6292107 in view of McMahon U.S Patent 3908168 and further in view of Hesker 
U.S Patent 6351242. 

Regarding claims 1 and 29, Morinaka et al. teaches a trunk assembly for a saddle type 
vehicle comprising at least one trunk (figure 1); 

A lid mounted on the trunk to move from an open position to a closed position and an 
opening mechanism for opening the trunk (col. 3 lines 3 lines 51-55). Morinaka et al. is however 
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silent on teaching the trunk opening mechanism is remote controlled and have a radio signal 
receiving unit disposed inside a projection centrally located on the lid. Joao in an art related 
security apparatus invention teaches the use of electronic locking mechanism in conjunction with 
the trunk opening mechanism for vehicle trunks (col. 27 lines 56-62) and (col. 22 lines 45-54) 
and the trunk electronic locking and opening mechanism is also applicable to the motorcycle 
trunk (col. 21 lines 14-24). Joao teaches a radio signal receiving unit (3) for receiving signal 
from the transmitter (col. 23 lines 35-40). The opening (popping -up) of a trunk using a remote 
control is evidenced by Yamaura et al (col. 10 lines 20-26). Morinaka et al. in view Joao in view 
of Yamaura et al. is however silent on teaching the radio receiving trunk assembly is mountable 
in a projection formed outside on top of the rear trunk. McMahon in an art related radio 
transmission system teaches a radio receiving circuit (12) mounted in the rear of the motorcycle 
in the position of the trunk (figure 1) but is also silent on teaching the radio receiving unit is 
disposed inside the projection. The reference of Hesker teaches mounting a radio receiving unit 
in a trunk lid or shaped adaptation for accumulating the radio receiver unit (col. 4 lines 29-32) in 
order to protect the receiver from damage. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art for the radio receiving trunk 
assembly is mountable in a projection formed outside on top of the rear trunk in Morinaka et al. 
in view Joao in view of Yamaura et al. as evidenced by McMahon because. Morinaka et al. in 
view Joao in view of Yamaura et al. suggests a radio receiving trunk and McMahon teaching the 
mounting of a radio receiving circuit on a motorcycle in the location of the trunk. One skilled in 
the art further recognizes that the placement of the radio receiving circuit on top of the trunk 
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represents the highest point which is the location for the placement of a radio receiving circuit 
for the best reception of signal. Hesker teaches mounting a radio receiving unit in a trunk lid or 
shaped adaptation for accumulating the radio receiver unit in order to protect the receiver from 
damage. 

Regarding claim 2, Morinaka et al. in an art related Motorcycle with trunk invention 
teaches a motor vehicle having a rear trunks and a pair of side trunks (col. 1 lines 48-50). 

Regarding claim 3, Morinaka et al. teaches an opening/closing lever (shaft) provided in 
the central trunk (col. 5 line 60-col. 6 line 6). The central trunk (24) as disclosed by Morinka et 
al. is in the same position as the rear trunk (20C) as disclosed by the applicant, therefore the 
opening/closing lever as taught by Morinaka et al. evidenced the location of the lever in the rear 
trunk. 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Morinaka et al. 
U.S Patent 5025883 in view of Joao U.S Patent 6542076 in view of Yamaura et al. US Patent 
6292107 in view of McMahon U.S Patent 3908168 and further in view of Hesker U.S Patent 
6351242. 

Regarding claim 5, Morinaka et al. in view of Joao in view of Yamaura et al. in view of 
McMahon teaches a radio receiving trunk as discuss in the response to claim 1 above but is 
however silent on teaching a radio receiving trunk mountable on a rear portion of a vehicle body. 
Hesker in an art related vehicle remote invention teaches mounting a radio receiving unit in a 
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trunk lid or shaped adaptation for accumulating the radio receiver unit (col. 4 lines 29-32) in 
order to protect the receiver from damage. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to mount the radio receiving 
assembly in a rear position of the vehicle body and the radio receiving trunk assembly having a 
projection formed on top of the rear trunk in Morinaka et al. in view of Joao in view of Yamaura 
et al. in view of McMahon as evidenced by Hesker because Morinaka et al. in view of Yamaura 
et al. in view of Joao in view of McMahon suggests a radio receiving trunk mounted in the rear 
of the vehicle and Hesker teaches mounting a radio receiving unit in a trunk lid or shaped 
adaptation for accumulating the radio receiver unit in order to protect the receiver from damage. 

Claims 6-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Morinaka et 
al. U.S Patent 5025883 in view of Joao U.S Patent 6542076 in view of McMahon U.S Patent 
3908168 in view of Hesker U.S Patent 6351242 in view of Yamaura et al. U.S Patent 6292107 
and further in view of Kusunoki U.S Patent 5763957. 

Regarding claims 6 -7, Morinaka et al in view of Joao in view of McMahon in view of 
Heska teaches a radio receiving trunk (see response to claim 1) but is however silent on teaching 
a switch for detecting the trunk lid is open or closed and outputting the result to the radio signal 
receiving unit and a trunk catcher to pop up the lid simultaneously with unlocking the lid. 
Yamaura et al. in an art related Keyless entry system teaches the locking and locking of a trunk 
by a lock mechanism (col. 10 lines 20-26) and a trunk open function for remotely opening of the 
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trunk (col. 10 lines 25-26). A switch for detecting whether a trunk lid is open or closed is 
commonly used is motor vehicles as evidenced by Kusunoki (col. 3 lines 47-57). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have a switch for 
detecting the trunk lid is open or closed and outputting the result to the radio signal receiving 
unit and a trunk catcher to pop up the lid simultaneously with unlocking the lid in Morinaka et al. 
in view of Joao in view of McMahon in view of Heska as evidenced by Yamaura et al. in view of 
Kusunoki because Morinaka et al. in view of Joao in view of McMahon suggests a radio 
receiving trunk and Yamaura et al. teaches the locking and locking of a trunk by a lock 
mechanism and a trunk catcher to pop up the trunk and a switch for detecting whether a trunk lid 
is open or closed is commonly used is motor vehicles as evidenced by Kusunoki. 

Claims 8-9 and 19-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kusumoki U.S Patent 5763957 in view of in view of Hesker U.S Patent 6351242 and further in 
view of McMahon U.S Patent 3908168. 

Regarding claims 8 and 19-28, Kusumoki teaches a remote controller for a remote control 
trunk assembly (figure 1), the trunk assembly including at least one lid, an opening/closing 
mechanism for permitting and rejecting the opening and closing of each of the lid (col. 3 lines 
25-32), a radio signal receiving unit (6A) which receives a radio signal for remotely operating 
the opening/closing mechanism (col. 3 lines 24-25), a locking/unlocking button for 
locking/unlocking the trunk (col. 3 lines 47-57) and a pop-up button (5) for unlocking and 
popping-up the trunk (col. 4 line 1). The key actuator is provided by the CPU (6C). Kusumoki is 
however silent on teaching the radio receiving unit is disposed on top of the trunk. Hesker in an 
art related vehicle remote invention teaches mounting a radio receiving unit in a trunk lid or 



Application/Control Number: 09/820,9 1 5 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2635 

shaped adaptation for accumulating the radio receiver unit (col. 4 lines 29-32) in order to protect 
the receiver from damage. McMahon in an art related radio transmission system also teaches a 
radio receiving circuit (12) mounted in the rear of the motorcycle in the position of the trunk 
(figure 1). One skilled in the art also recognizes the determination of which trunk receive the 
unlocking button compared to receiving the open the trunk is based upon based upon whether or 
not the trunk is equipped with the remote controlled locking mechanism or the the remote 
opening mechanism. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to disposed the radio 
receiving unit on top of the trunk in Kusumoki as evidenced by Hesker because Kusumoki 
suggests a remote controller for controlling a trunk assembly and Hesker teaches a radio 
receiving unit in a trunk lid or shaped adaptation for accumulating the radio receiver unit and 
Morinaka et al. in view Joao suggests a radio receiving trunk and McMahon teaching the 
mounting of a radio receiving circuit on a motorcycle in the location of the trunk. One skilled in 
the art further recognizes that the placement of the radio receiving circuit on top of the trunk 
represents the highest point which is the location for the placement of a radio receiving circuit 
for the best reception of signal. 

Regarding claim 9, Kusumoki teaches transmitting a radio signal to the receiving unit 
(col. 3 lines 12-21) and a switch (5) to control the actuator. 

Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vernal U. Brown whose telephone number is 571-272-3060. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-7:00 Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Horabik can be reached on 571-272-3068. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





Vernal Brown 
September 28,2005 



primary examiner 



